

The Erosions and Renaissance Show

 is a travelling cultural ecological navigation project to raise attention on the increasing forms of “erosions” underway in our living Earth planet. 

“Erosion”: This category includes not only genetic erosion and the erosion of species, soils and the atmosphere, but also the erosion of  knowledge, cultural diversity, human rights and the, freedom and peace. We are losing biological resources and traditional knowledge relating to the management of ecosystems and biodiversity”  

Since 1988, Plexus International is mapping the  dramatic sea erosion of the Door of No Return of the House of the Slaves in Goree (Dakar), UNESCO World Heritage site, as symbolic “erosion” of  humankind universal memory.

The exhibition is mounted on a number of large horizontal and vertical digital panels displaying  artworks and texts from around the world. It forms the skeletal spinal structure of a Plexus multi-perspectival program. It reflects an inclusive creative participatory community prism, culminating in ‘making history’ which aims to develop skills in interpretation of significant moments and their locations in history.

As a final outcome, a Plexus art roll-meter artwork was made in 2006 by all reprinted digital art works, united together in a collective artwork, 623 feet long meter, made by 418 digital art contributions, reproduced in A3 size, arrived to the Plexus Virtual Gallery from artists around the world. Then, the long art roller meter was exhibited, within the Biennale DakArtOff,  at the 3rd Triangle of Art Festival of the Medina, Dakar.

Acts staged around the world: 

Act I was presented in Dakar, in June 2004, at the 2° Triangle de l’Art Festival, to call for attention on the sea erosion at the “Door of No Return” in the House of Slaves on Goree Island, a UNESCO World Heritage site, as a symbol of all humankind erosions.  

Act II was staged in Ballarat, Australia in December 2004 for the Eureka Rising Rebel Festival, to call for attention on the erosion of emu eggs in the Maroota Plateau, a sacred Aboriginal site. It aimed to reconcile repatriation and acknowledgement of the Wathaurong (Wathawurrung “the people who say watha for no”) aboriginal tribes as the early indigenous keepers of the Ballarat country.

Act III started in Lecce, Italy, in May 2005 at the Academy of Fine Arts. It ended on  October 1 2005, at the National Academy of Dance in Rome, in collaboration with the Food Science Institute of the University La Sapienza of Rome. It called for attention on the erosion of the healthy Mediterranean lifestyle and the growing prevalence of childhood obesity.

Act IV started in New York on December 10, 2005, Human Rights Day. It was concluded in Barcelona on March 8, 2006, International Women’s Day, at the VI International Congress on the Mediterranean Diet. It stressed again the call for attention on the erosion of the healthy Mediterranean lifestyle and the growing prevalence of childhood obesity.

Act V departed on May 14, 2006 from the Door of No Return of the House of the Slaves in the Island of Goree to measure the current advancement of its sea erosion. Its results were exhibited in the Medina of Dakar at the 3rd Triangle of Art Festival, May 14-21, 2006,  as part of the “DakArtOff” of the 7° Biennale of Contemporary African Art. 

Act V was conluded in July 2006 in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria,  on the occasion of the training seminar Obesity and Nutrition, organized by the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria in collaboration with Nutricion sin Fronteras, to call for attention on how malnutrion and hunger were eroding the cognitive capacities of young generations in Africa.   

Act VI landed in November 2006 in Sassari, Sardinia, to call for attention, on the occasion of the 2006 Year of the Desertification, on the increasing desertification in the Mediterranean region.

Act VII was staged on December 4-5 2007, at the  Rector Hall of the University of  Tuscia, within the 1° CIISCAM International, to call for attention of the biodiversity erosion.

Act VIII was staged on May 12 2008, in Goree-Dakar, at the House of the Slaves, within the  DakArtOff – Biennal of Contemporary African Art, to stress the need to safeguard  from the advancement of the sea erosion the DOOR OF NO RETURN as symbol of the natural and cultural heritage of Humankind under the risk of extinction. 

The Voyage continues…through creations, destructions and resurrections, energetic community animation projects of arrivals and departures, veiled and revealed by, through and in Plexus International Open Calls building, conserving and dissolving forms. 

LE VOYAGE CONTINUE...  
