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Installation/Cell
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Artist Statement

Artist Contemplating the Fate of Those Who Speak of Freedom was initially conceived as a protest statement against the imprisonment of Nelson Mandela during the apartheid era in South Africa.  It was first presented in New York City’s Lower East Side as part of a Plexus Art Co-Opera in 1986 at CUANDO and later that year at Kenkeleba Gallery.  The following year the work was recreated for Franklin Furnace aboard the Staten Island Ferry and then at Fashion Moda in the Bronx.  For these performances, Polaroid photos were taken of the artists and their images were placed on an “altar” installation in front of the seated artist.  


The work has now been redesigned as a protest statement against the torture of innocent victims worldwide.  This new project was first presented in the rainforest at Las Orquídeas Sculpture Park in Portobelo, Panama in June 2008 and later at the Castle of Good Hope in Cape Town, South Africa on the 11th of July – Nelson Mandela’s 90th birthday.  Both projects were documented and are now stored on a DVD.  This work is scheduled to be presented in Atlanta in the fall and will be recreated in as many cities and countries as possible.  In each case the project will be documented and added to the DVD.  The video documentation will serve as a testament of artists worldwide who are concerned about torture and the fate of those who speak of freedom.

Project Description

I.
Installation

1. Cell – H. 7 ft. (2.13 m.) x W. 7ft. (2.13m) x D. 8 ft. (2.43m.)

· Barbed wire – approximately 546 ft. (166.42 m.)

· Wooden beams 4 in. – (0.102) x 4 in. (0.102) 

2. Platform – 6 ft. (1.83 m.) x 8 ft. (2.43m.) x 6 in. (15.24 cm.) 

· Wooden planks or plywood. 

II.
Performance Art 

1. The performers (artists, poets, writers, critics and audience members) will be invited to write the name of an individual that was tortured, or is presently being tortured anywhere in the world, on a strip of white fabric with black magic markers.  The names will then be tied to the barbed wire of the installation. 
   

2. The performers will then be photographed sitting bound and gagged in the installation/cell.

3. At the conclusion of the performance, a monitor with a video loop of the documentation of the performance will replace the seated artists and play continuously.

NOTE:  Although the preference is to present this work in a gallery, museum or art space, it is flexible and can be presented in a public space.  Additionally, the performance can also be presented without the installation.

�	  Dimensions are variable, but should be close to those listed.


�	  The names of tortured victims will be gathered from Amnesty International, personal histories, national archives and books such as James Allen’s Without Sanctuary: Lynching Photography in America. 





